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Abstract 
In this time of great transformations (increasing urbanization, climate change, biodiversity loss, growing disparities etc) we are 
searching a new development model, able to better satisfy the needs of all people. The "revised" traditional city model, (that is 
linked to a specific territory, to localism, to recognize the local identities that make the differences with their specific Heritage, 
based on circular/closed processes and robust relationships between city and territory; on face-to-face relationships (and not only 
to digital/virtual ones) attentive to the valorization of local tangible and intangible resources ,exploiting differences in order to 
make sites more attractive to localization of talents, investments, specialized skills, that is to increase productivity), assumes the 
centrality of concrete relationships between the city and the territory, between inhabitants and nature. This perspective moving 
towards a new urban paradigm has been implemented in some small-size cities (slowcities). 
© 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevier B.V. 
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1. The search of a new local development paradigm: the human scale of urbanization 
What new urban paradigm to improve the quality of life, to achieve generally more desirable conditions, to make 
more human the evolutionary dynamic of the city/territory system? 
In this time of great transformations (increasing urbanization, climate change, biodiversity loss, growing 
disparities etc) we are searching a new development model, able to better satisfy the needs of all people.  Two 
perspectives appear to be possible for identifying new development strategies: 
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a) The globalized city model, characterized by strong role of network technologies, de- territorialization, de-
contextualization, increasing standardization/homogenization with the loss of differences between sites, strong role 
recognized to the information/communication technologies for improving efficiency, connecting cities/actors in a 
world network of networks. 
b) The "revised" traditional city model, that is linked to a specific territory, to localism, to recognize the local 
identities that make the differences with their specific heritage, based on circular/closed processes and robust 
relationships between city and territory; on face-to-face relationships (and not only to digital/virtual ones) attentive 
to the valorization of local tangible and intangible resources 
,exploiting differences in order to make sites more attractive to localization of talents, investments, specialized 
skills, that is to increase productivity. This model assumes the centrality of concrete relationships between the city 
and the territory, between inhabitants and nature, as an only complex adaptive dynamic system. 
This second perspective seems to better move towards a new urban paradigm, characterized by the human scale 
of the local development (Fusco Girard, 2011). 
The new Humanism becomes a process promoted as a response to de-territorialized globalization and to the 
economic and financial crisis and is founded on the rebirth, regeneration of the principles of Italian (and European) 
Humanism. It is linked to a reinterpretation of the same foundations of globalization and is aimed to promote social 
inclusion, cooperation, circularization, that is to strengthen relations and to turn them into bonds, from which new 
processes of value creation are created. 
UNESCO interprets the new Humanism in the perspective of dialogue and international cooperation among 
different cultures and communities. 
The same notion of sustainability recognizes the centrality of the human being in its relational dimension in the 
Rio the Janeiro Charter (1992). The millennium goals, namely the goals of sustainable development in 2014, 
developed by the United Nations, expressing the contents of the XXI century Humanism (UN, 2014). The second 
goal of the MDG’s is related to food security, nutrition and sustainable agriculture, through the development of the 
suburban areas. 
It concerns not only people in a condition of vulnerability / poverty, but also the need to increase the productivity 
of agricultural activities, starting with the small scale, in a way compatible with the functioning of natural 
ecosystems. 
The eleventh goal of the MDGs is related to the urban dimension: it needs to achieve “inclusive, safe, resilient 
and sustainable cities”. 
At the point 11.a of SDG’s is highlighted the need to activate virtuous economic, social and environmental 
relations, among cities, peri-urban areas, rural areas. Local development "inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable" is 
realized in a systemic symbiosis/synergy between city and territory. 
The human scale of the city can be interpreted in general as the city in which the human rights (to work, to good 
environment, to health) are concretely implemented. 
The human scale of the city can be more in particular interpreted as the city where the economy is an instrument 
and not a goal; where the wellbeing of people and health are considered in their priority; where are implemented 
synergies and cooperative networks and symbiosis; where are localized many networks of communities, able to self-
manage, self-organize; where all public spaces and participation principles are implemented and not only 
theoretically proposed. 
Here we interpret the human scale of the city as the city where more and more dense relationships are localized 
that can become bonds able to generate new chains of value creation through synergies symbiosis, circular processes 
(Fusco Girard, 2013). 
The thesis proposed in this paper is that the landscape (that represents the spirit of the city/territory system)  is a 
precious resource for improving the well-being of inhabitants and the local productivity (Fusco Girard, 2014a). 
The landscape approach is here put in relation with the search of the new urban paradigm: as a tool that can 
contribute towards the new urban paradigm characterized by a "human scale". New evaluation tools are needed to 
face the new strategies and to implement the new humanistic strategy. 
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2. The approach to local development through the landscape perspective 
The approach to urban transformation through the perspective of the landscape allows an holistic, integrated, 
interdisciplinary, trans-disciplinary approach based on the human being: landscape approach is an anthropocentric 
approach. It promotes the human scale of local development, because it is structurally  human being centered to the 
perception of real world through all the humans senses. Landscape is the  product of the human work of the nature 
work. Landscape is produced by its inhabitants. On its turn, landscape shapes the people behaviors. We can 
recognize six forms of landscape (Fusco Girard, 2014a). The quality of places, of infrastructure, of human and social 
capital of a territory and the institutions therein, that is in general the quality of the "landscape", increases or 
decreases the productivity of a territory/city. 
The approach offered by the landscape is useful for elaborating integrated strategies of conservation and 
development, of conservation , transformations and management. It is based on relationships between inhabitants 
and places, between inhabitants and natural ecosystem, between inhabitants and institutions… and on the 
valorization of relationships, connections, correlations, interdependencies . 
Their combination determines the specific quality of the landscape. The landscape approach is based on the 
improvement of their combinations/relationships. 
The Italian landscape is unique for 
characteristics that are result of historical events, 
as well as natural processes. Each town/village is 
an artwork, that is a place. The Italian suburban 
landscape made of woods, vineyards, orchards, 
etc. is a resource as much unique for its beauty. 
It should valorise the suburban landscape 
together with the historical centres as a source of 
attraction for  local development. Indeed, 
recovering the relationship between town and 
country, between agricultural, forests, forestry 
areas and villages, an economic rise based on 
secular traditions can be possible. 
The challenge is to become able to improve 
existing relationships and to transform them in 
bonds and these bonds in new chains of value 
creation. If there are bonds there is cooperative 
capacity, synergistic capacity, potential 
symbiosis. If there are synergies, cooperative 
behaviors and symbiosis, new added value is 
produced in the ecological, social, cultural, 
industrial, real estate economic activity, in a 
virtuous spiral. 
source: Fusco Girard, 2014b 
 
The city/territory attractiveness and productivity depends on the relationships between open/natural and 
manmade capitals, nature and architectural products, between nature and technology; between nature and culture, 
between culture and technology; between inhabitants and the physical assets; between individuals andpeople. 
The landscape approach is interpreted here as an effective approach to increase the attractiveness of the 
city/territory system, and thus to re-generate the city/territory system, for increasing productivity: to make the 
existing system more inclusive, safe, resilient and thus morecompetitive. 
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3. The ‘complex systemic landscape’ 
The ‘complex systemic (urban/territory) landscape’ consists of combinations of, and interaction amongst, six 
landscapes: natural, man-made, man-made/cultural, financial, social, and human landscape. The specific character of 
a city, its particular identity (its attractiveness) derives from the particular intensity and reciprocal combinations of 
these landscapes (Fusco Girard et al., 2014). 
x The natural landscape is composed of existing natural capital, (biomass, biodiversity, parks and 
urban corridors, agricultural areas, natural ecoservices, lakes, rivers, energy resources, etc.). It connotes 
particular geographical/territorialsites. 
x The infrastructural man-made landscape is composed of built infrastructures and the equipment 
system (roads, ports, airports, cycle paths, aqueducts, sewage, energy and ICT networks and 
communications, housing, public spaces,etc.) 
x The cultural man-made landscape is produced in the course of history. This is the tangible and 
intangible heritage (cultural memory) of past generations, to be transferred to future generations (historic 
centers, urban ‘places’, landscapes and sacred sites, etc.) as a fundamental element of identity. 
x The Social landscape is represented by social/civil networks, density of associations, the third 
sector, voluntary sector, proximity networks, that enhances relations, bonds and the socialcohesion. 
x The human landscape reflects the expertise, local knowledge, local entrepreneurship, and 
creativity ofindividuals. 
x The economic/financial landscape is made up of local credit institutions, ‘community-based’  
lenders, foundations, co-operative banks, organizations of the third sector, and/or religious organizations 
that provide micro-credit, and institutions that promote the financing of district projects. 
Conserving and modifying the existing systemic landscape means to become able to compare the comprehensive 
costs and benefits on each form oflandscape. 
4. Some goodpractices 
Networks of small towns interested in the promotion of endogenous development are multiplying worldwide: the 
Transition Town Network, the International Cittaslow Networks, Networks of ‘Virtuous Cities’ in Italy, etc. 
(Boschini, 2005; RuR, 2012; Hopkins, 2008). 
Many small towns are introducing a number of innovations, based on the identification and valorization of 
specific competitive advantages that they can offer, and building on them targeted developmentstrategies. 
The advantages of small towns are: lower property prices for both residential and business functions, and for the 
third sector; an immediate accessibility to natural capital/ecosystems; ease of communication between different 
entities, given their lower number, which translates into more bottom-up  participatory opportunities, and in the 
easier construction of a consensus on the development of a shared strategic long- term vision; a sense of the ‘human 
scale’ of the settlement itself that determines the perception of a high quality of life and safety (Kunztman, 2010); a 
(potential) attention to culture of circulation, coming from agriculturaltraditions. 
Development strategies are designed to balance the disadvantages of small towns, which are mainly due to: the 
reduced supply of employment opportunities; lack of specialized services, mainly cultural; lack of financial 
resources coming from the national level (not being able to access the national/international institutional networks); 
and the shortage of skilledlabour. 
Some small towns have had particular success. This is because they enjoy easy access to central/metropolitan 
areas, and which, because of this accessibility, are able to compensate for the absence of specialized services and 
employment opportunities which are available in the bigcities. 
In other words, the success has been due to those strategies that have managed to integrate their efforts to 
produce natural and built landscape with the quality of the social, human, and man-made landscape (Fusco Girard, 
L., 2014a). In this way, they have regenerated a demand, and then a new positivetrend. 
Their actions can be ascribed to the re-creation of a complex landscape to stimulate/regenerate demand, and 
hence economic profitability forinvestments. 
To generate employment, without the local economy becoming increasingly dependent on public transfers 
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(pensions, etc.), they are trying to intervene, first, in the reduction of conventional energy consumption and thus 
polluting emissions. Innovative activities, aimed at promoting a more resilient local economy, tend to concentrate in 
the natural landscape, particularly in the following areas: Agricultural and food production; Cattle breeding; Water 
recycle; Renewable Energy; Proximity agricultural; Various local products;  Recycling of waste; Direct selling of 
local productions to consumers; More efficient use of other local  naturalresources. 
They have stimulated the promotion of micro-enterprises (in particular in agricultural production and renewable 
energies installation), as well as networks of micro-and small enterprises, mostly small family activities, connected 
by circuits of new synergies. This approach toward circularized economies between city and countryside, recycling 
wastes and sewerage, between planting and breeding, introducing organic fertilizers, etc. makes the local economy 
much more resilient. In fact, the ‘circular’ companies are better embedded in the territory, and are themselves 
moreresilient. 
The third sector (and, in general, the social landscape) has helped to play a role in increasing support to meet the 
demand for social services, which also results from an ageingpopulation. 
The beauty of landscape interpreted as both a natural and a man-made system, which is a common element in the 
experience of many slow cities (Chiavenna, Teglio, Mendrisio, Castiglione del Lago, CittàdellaPieve, Sant'Angelo, 
etc.), has often been the point of entry of various local development policies. This ‘beauty’ has been the subject of 
careful preservation and enhancement strategies, both directly and indirectly (Fusco Girard, 2014a). 
In small city has been experimented, more easily than in greater city, the capacity to improve the quality of life 
‘living together’: in harmony with the nature and with other people. Here it is possible to feel the  intrinsic 
characteristics of the nature that are the connections between all elements and also to experiment the The ‘complex 
landscape’, especially when it is characterized by a high aesthetic quality, has been considered a great ‘attractor’ in 
many of these cities: from Castiglione del Lago, to Teglio, Mendrisio,etc. 
In this landscape of outstanding beauty, specific activities and creative actions were included which aimed to 
enhance the particular identity of the different cities. Many of them are linked to local food and wine as expression 
of local territorialidentity. 
5. Which tools that can contribute towards the new urban paradigm characterized by a “human scale”? 
Economic matrix is absolutely necessary. But it is notsufficient. 
Hybrid evaluation methods are needed, able to integrate quantitative and qualitative impacts. Specific evidence 
based indicators are to be identified, for assessing in an operational way the changes of the city/territory complex 
landscape. Complex systemic landscape should be not only protected  and  safeguarded, but revitalized and 
creativelyregenerated. 
Through evaluation tools, it is possible to pass from general principles to operational practices, producing 
empirical evidence on the economic, social and environmental benefits of complex landscape conservation and 
regeneration. Some examples of indicators are offered in the tablesbelow. 
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Table 1: Tourism economyindicators 
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Table 2: Cultural/creative economy indicators 
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Table 3: Industrial economy indicators 
 
 
 
 
Table 4: Environmental/ecological economy indicators 
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Table 5: Social/civil and sharing economy indicators 
 
 
 
Table 6: Real estate economy indicators 
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6. Conclusions 
Humanism approach is interpreted here as a good one to contribute to implement the symbiosis between 
landscape conservation and development, producing economic, social and environmental  plus-values  through new 
relations and thus opening newopportunities. 
In a more general perspective the human manifesto is considered as a good approach to address urbanization 
processes in a more sustainable direction: to ensure “quality” to the urbanization processes, providing new 
principles, new visions, approaches, methods and tools. The “good urbanization” is an urbanization that should be 
shaped by quality: the key role of cultural heritage/landscape is that cultural urban heritage/landscape provides 
quality, sense and meanings to the urbanization processes, promoting the implementation of “places” as attractive 
spaces in the city/metropolitan areas. Cultural heritage and  landscape are the memory of the urban system: the 
ground of its identity. They contribute to the physical assets and to “quality of life” ofpeople. 
Public and social actors should be convinced through best practices (slow city network is a good example), that 
the integrated conservation of urban/territorial landscape is an investment and not a cost (because benefits overcome 
costs), offering new arguments about the inclusion in the creative local economy; the inclusion in the sustainable 
tourism strategies of local agricultural and foodproduction. 
References 
Boschini M. (2005), Comuni virtuosi. Nuovi stili di vita nelle pubbliche amministrazioni. EMI, Bologna. Fusco  Girard,  L.  (2011).  Creativity  
and  the  Human  Sustainable  City:  Principles  and  Approaches    for 
Nurturing City Resilience, in Fusco Girard L., Baycan T., Nijkamp P. (eds), Sustainable City and Creativity. Promoting Creative Urban 
Initiatives, Ashgate, Aldershot, 55-96. 
Fusco Girard L. (2013). “Creative cities: the challenge of humanization in the city development”. BDC Bollettino del Centro Calza Bini, 13. 
Fusco Girard L. (2014a). “The regenerative city and wealth creation/conservation: the role of urban planning”. International Journal of Global 
Environmental Issues, 13 (2/3/4), 118-140. 
Fusco Girard L. (2014b). “The role of cultural urban landscape Towards a new urban economics: new structural assets for increasing economic 
productivity through Hybrid processes”, Housing Policies and Urban Economics, 1, 1, 3-27. 
Fusco Girard L., De Rosa F., Nocca F. (2014). “Verso il Piano Strategico di una città storica: Viterbo”, Bollettino del Dipartimento di 
Conservazione dei Beni Architettonici ed Ambientali, Vol. 14, n. 1, pp. 11-38. 
Fusco Girard L, Gravagnuolo A., Angrisano A., Nocca F., Bosone M. (2015). Economic evaluation tools for the regeneration of HUL and 
heritage, Papers presented to International Scientific Workshop “Towards operationalizing UNESCO Recommendations on Historic Urban 
Landscape”, 2-.3 march 2015, Naples, Italy. 
Hopkins R. (2008), The transition handbook: from oil dependency to local resilience. Green Books, Totnes, UK. 
Kunztman K. (2010), “Medium sized towns, strategic planning and creative governance”, in Cerreta M., Concilio M.G., Monno V. (eds.), 
Making strategies in spatial planning. Springer, Dordretch, The Netherlands, pp. 27-45. 
RuR (2012), Città slow: dall’Italia al mondo della rete internazionale delle città del buon vivere. Angeli, Milano. 
United Nation (2014), Report of the Open Working Group of the General Assembly on Sustainable Development Goals, United Nation General 
Assembly Sixty-eight Session, August 2014 
 
